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Important dates for your diary 

 

Children-in-Need -  Friday 14th November. Come to 

Nursery in your PJ’s. 

 

Trip to the Zoo- Wednesday 10th December (nursery 

will be open to children who are unable to go to 

the Zoo) 

 

Christmas Jumper Day - Thursday 11th December 

 

Winter Wonderland- Wednesday 17th December. 

School will not be open as usual. Please note that 

you will be given a time slot to come (either AM or 

PM).  

 

Parents’ Workshop on Healthy Eating- Monday 24th 

November at 9.30am 

 

Nursery is closed from Monday 22nd December 

 

Teacher Training Day (closed to children) - Monday 

5th January 

Nursery re-opens on Tuesday 6th January  

Welcome to all of our new to centre children and families and  

welcome back to all of our returning children and families. If you 

have any queries, please speak to us as soon as matters arise.  

 

 

Please ensure that you label all of 

your child’s belongings that come into 

nursery inc. coats, clothes, bags, lunch 

boxes, water bottles. Thank you. 

We provide the children with drinks of 

water at regular intervals and they have 

independent access to drinking water 

throughout the day. Please note that 

the children do not need to bring a 

water bottle with them to nursery, 

unless they have a packed lunch. See 

the next page for more information 

about our food and drink policy.   

Applications for primary school 

places for September 2026 will be 

closing on 15th January 2025 for 

children that turn 4 during this academic 

year. If you need help to complete your 

application, please speak to the office 

who will help you. Thank you.  

Time Keeping - please make sure that 

you arrive promptly at the correct time 

for your child’s nursery session.  This is 

really important to ensure children can 

be greeted and settled properly without 

disrupting learning. If you arrive late, you 

will be expected to wait until a staff 

member is available to collect your child 

from the door. .  

Settling in  

Thank you for working with us the past 7 

weeks in ensuring a smooth transition into 

our nursery. We are delighted with how 

settled the children are, relishing in the 

experiences being offered to them.   



Further information regarding our curriculum and how this impacts upon 

your child’s learning and development can be found on our Nursery 

School Website: www.allenscn.sch.life and our social media pages. 

SEN/D Coffee Mornings Autumn 2 2025 

          

                       Tuesday 11th November -  09:00 - 11:00         

Early Help SEND Support Session 

 

  Tuesday 16th December - 09:30 - 12:00     

         Book folding decorations  

 

We would warrnly welcome any donations 

of hardback books for one of these ses-

sions. Thank you.   

Food and Drink Policy 

As a nursery we are required to support you with information to help you to provide healthy meals for your child 
whilst onsite. To meet the Ofsted welfare requirements and The Department for Education Nutrition Guidance, we 
are advised to limit the amount of ultra-processed, high fat, high salt or high sugar foods as these have a 
detrimental impact on children’s health and wellbeing. We are an allergy aware school so no nuts or products 
containing nuts are permitted on site. Please ensure that all packed lunches brought from home and consumed in 
nursery provide the child with healthy and nutritious food for growth and development. Please find at the end of 
the newsletter healthy lunchbox recommendations.  For a copy of our new food and drink policy please see the 
school website. 

 
Tapestry 

We use Tapestry, an online 

learning journal platform, to 

record children’s learning and 

development through some 

photos and written 

observations. As outlined in the EYFS Statutory 

Framework, we spend the majority of time 

interacting with children rather than recording 

observations on an iPad and uploading onto 

Tapestry. Our educators build up a detailed 

knowledge of each child through their daily 

interactions—there is no requirement for us to keep  

written records. You are more than welcome to 

share photos, videos and observations yourself via 

this method. We will be sharing videos of the book 

If you are unsure of how to upload photos and 

videos onto Tapestry, please see Stephanie or 

Amanda. 

 

We warmly welcomed two Ofsted inspectors and 

our Curriculum Governor, Professor Chris Pascal, 

on Monday 20th October. Lynda, the Lead 

Inspector, was so impressed with the quality of care 

and education when she inspected in January that 

she wanted to bring along a colleague to see our 

work. The inspectors were once again thrilled with 

what they saw and commented; ‘It was so 

wonderful to see the amazing practice taking place’. 

A huge well done and thank you to the team and 

wonderful children and families. 

Healthy Eating  

Workshop 

Join our fun parent workshop 

on healthy lunches on 

Monday 24th November at 

9.30-10.30am  

This will be a practical 

session with free resources, 

lunchbox ideas and tasting 

sessions.  

Please let our office team 

know if you would like to 

attend. 

School photos have been booked for March. These will be 

for individuals and siblings. More information to follow. 



Diwali  

This week we have been exploring the beautiful 

festival of Diwali - the Festival of Lights. The 

children have been making clay diyas; listening to 

stories inc. ‘Binny’s Diwali’; and partaking in 

Bhangra dancing. These activities have helped 

us to learn about light, colour, community, and 

the joy of celebrating together. 

Wishing all of our families and 

friends a Happy Diwali.  

Parents’ Evening 

This week it has been wonderful to see so many parents attending one of our two Parents’ 

Evening slots. This has provided us with the opportunity to share with you how the children 

have settled in, how your child is progressing and next steps (including offering practical ideas 

you can try at home). Thank you for coming and sharing your insights of your child at home. 

These opportunities for us to talk are so important in us working in partnership to support your 

child’s learning, development and well-being.   

My Happy Mind  

In September, 

we launched My 

Happy Mind, an 

NHS backed 

programme to 

teach children 

how to build 

their resilience, self-esteem and 

happiness through science-backed 

sessions. We have focussed on ‘Meet 

Your Brain’. After half-term we will be 

moving onto our next module ‘Celebrate’. 

The children will learn all about the 

importance of Character Strengths (our 

superhero strengths); what they are and 

what they mean; how children can use 

their strengths to be their best selves and 

how to practice using these different 

strengths. More information to follow after 

Winter Wonderland 

 

We are very excited about the much-

anticipated Winter Wonderland on 

Wednesday 17th December. You will be given 

a morning or an afternoon slot to accompany 

your children to enjoy the wonders of our 

winter extravaganza!  More information to 

follow shortly.  

Remembrance Day  

Week commencing 10th 

November, we will be exploring 

Remembrance Day. The children 

will be making poppies and 

listening  to and discussing 

stories, such as Bertie’s Poppy. 

These activities will help the 

children to 

learn about 

past and 

present 

events and 

focus on 

themes such 

as kindness, 

bravery and 

peace.  



 

 

 

 

 

High levels of attendance at nursery has a huge impact on   children’s 

learning and development and is a fundamental part of all of our 

children fulfilling their potential. Evidence from the DfE shows that the 

students with the highest attendance throughout their time in school 

gain the best GCSE and A Level results. 

To recognise and celebrate good attendance, each half term, we will 

give attendance certificates to every child who has at least 90%. 

Children will be 

awarded their 

attendance award 

when they come 

back after half-term. 

Appointments for 

children with medical 

needs and SEND 

will not impact on 

this.  

We would love to 

give as many of 

these out as 

possible each half 

term.  

 



SAFEGUARDING 

We Take Safeguarding Seriously 

Safeguarding is of the Utmost Importance to Us  

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of all children and 

expects our staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Under procedures laid down by the Education Authority, the Head Teacher is responsible 

for child protection and has a legal obligation to take appropriate action where non-

accidental injury or abuse of any kind is suspected. It is the duty of every adult coming into 

contact with the children to refer any concerns regarding a child's welfare to the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

- David Aldworth    - Sarah Roberts                   - Claire Thorns    

- Stephanie Wheatcroft    - Jason Lee                          - Julie McCarthy 

- Amanda Smith     - Maggie Penny 

If you have any concerns that a child has been harmed, is at risk of harm, or you receive a 

disclosure, please contact main reception as soon as possible and ask to speak to a      

designated person named above. Our first priority is your child's welfare and therefore there 

may be occasions when our concern about your child means that we must to consult other 

agencies even before we contact you. The procedures we follow have been laid down by 

the Birmingham Safeguarding Children Board. The school may disclose your child's       

personal data to statutory bodies where we consider it necessary within the requirements of 

the Data Protection Act. 

A copy of our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy (September 2025) is available on 

our website:  https://allenscn.sch.life/page/detail/school-policies-documents-and-links 

 

If anything concerns you or worries you, please report it to us 

immediately on (0121) 675 0362 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

eSafety is constantly in the news and of growing importance to us all. You may find these 

websites helpful in supporting your child when using the internet. 

www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents 

Please also see our Internet Safety Leaflet: Allens Croft Nursery School - Letters  

MOBILE PHONES  

Our e-Safety policy stipulates that mobile phones are not allowed in nursery, this includes 

staff, visitors and parents. Please do not to use your phone in the building.  

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
https://allenscn.sch.life/Page/Detail/letters





